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A MESSAGE FROM THE SCHNITZER FAMILY
Each year, it is our pleasure to share the hard work and successes of our CommuniCare grantmakers. Teenagers don’t 

always come home excited to relay the details of their day, but this project is too special to go uncelebrated! 

I’ll start with something that, as adults, we all know to be true – service to others is good for the soul. It deepens your 

relationship with your community by offering new relationships and perspective. It turns curiosity into compassion.

That is why The Harold & Arlene Schnitzer CARE Foundation is honored to invest time and resources into this program. 

We believe in the transformational power of service learning to create confident young leaders – rising stars who can 

picture the world they want to live in and then actually do something about it! 

In our record-breaking twenty-seventh year, 1800 students committed themselves to this 

project, granting over $1.1 million to Oregon nonprofits and school programs. I know my late parents, Harold and 

Arlene Schnitzer, would be incredibly proud of their dedication.  

A huge thank you to the fabulous CommuniCare team and the passionate teacher advisors who make this program 

possible. To all the families out there, thank you for the support you give your students. CommuniCare cannot 

happen without families at home! My parents instilled a sense of community and responsibility in me, as I’m sure 

you have passed on to your children. We are in this together – the proverbial village – and the future we look 

toward is brighter because of engaged students like yours. 

We close out the 2023-2024 year with gratitude in our hearts and look forward to many more years to come.

JORDAN D. SCHNITZER  |  President, The Harold & Arlene Schnitzer CARE Foundation

IN LOVING MEMORY
Arlene & Harold Schnitzer
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�
TOTAL GRANTED

$1,109,745

18.1%
Civic/

Community

51.1%
Health/ 
Human
Services 13.3%

Arts/
Culture

13.3%
Education/

Youth

4.2%
Environment

�
NONPROFIT RECIPIENTS

143
�

GRANTS AWARDED

223

37% 
of recipients received a CommuniCare 

grant for the first time

4.5%
applied via 

student invitation

95.5%
applied via public 

submission window

PUBLIC SUBMISSION 
WINDOW APPLICANTS

51%
received a grant

63%
received an interview

1429
applications

274
nonprofit applicants

of recipients received 
more than one grant37% 

$130,353
granted to

in-school programs

$979,392
granted to

nonprofit organizations

AVERAGE GRANT

$4,392

LARGEST GRANT

$11,435

A YEAR OF GIVING

A YEAR OF GIVING
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CURRENT PARTNERSHIPS

1 Alliance High School at Meek

2 Astoria High School

3 Astoria Middle School

4 Benson Polytechnic High School

5 Catlin Gabel School

6 Central Catholic High School

7 Century High School

8 Clackamas High School

9 Cleveland High School

10 Creekside Community High School

11 David Douglas High School

12 Forest Grove High School

13 Franklin High School

14 Glencoe High School

15 Grant High School

16 Gresham High School

17 Hermiston High School

18 Hillsboro High School

19 Jefferson High School

20 La Salle Catholic College Preparatory

21 Lake Oswego High School

22 Lincoln High School

23 McDaniel High School

24 Nixyáawii Community School

25 Northwest Academy

26 Open School East

Year in School

PARTICIPANTS

1825

student groups
83 across 40

schools

PARTNERSHIPS

Grades 6-8

Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

College

45% 
of our partnerships are 

with schools in historically 
underserved, low-income 

communities

OUR GRANTMAKERS
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Portland Metro Detail

19

34

40

3827

5

1

30

14

7
12

4

13

20

8

6
9

10

23

26
25

21

1935

15

16

33

11

22

32

29
18

24
39

28

36 17

32
37

3127 Oregon Episcopal School

28 Pendleton High School

29 Portland State University

30 Roosevelt High School

31 Seaside High School

32 St. Mary’s Academy

33 Tigard High School

34 Tualatin High School

35 Twality Middle School

36 Umatilla High School

37 Warrenton High School

38 Wells High School

39 Weston-McEwen High School

40 Wilsonville High School

OUR GRANTMAKERS

OUR GRANTMAKERS
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CommuniCare has been experimenting with ways to encourage arts 

awareness among our participants. When attendance at in-person Arts 

Experiences became too unpredictable post-COVID, we piloted a new 

idea called Mission: Art!, which worked in tandem with our Grants for Arts 

& Culture Class at Portland State University.

Groups in this opt-in five-lesson extension project were given an additional 

$2,500, separate from their core project funds and any fundraising 

challenge. Nonprofits that applied to the arts mission statement written 

by PSU students were divided into loose thematic categories and made 

available to participating high school groups. 

In December, after discussing an article about the impact of the arts, 

students reviewed two applications and made a funding decision. 

Nonprofit recipients visited the group for an informal panel discussion, in 

lieu of an interview. 

“As an arts grantmaker, I was surprised to learn about the impact 
that the arts can have on various communities. Previously, while I 
thought art was certainly important, I didn't realize its capacity to 
help people.” - Devin, Cleveland High School

WHAT WE LEARNED

We have designed each step of the grantmaking journey to encourage 

thoughtful, independent decision-making because we know this trust 

builds students’ confidence both in and outside the classroom. The many 

moving parts of the core experience made it challenging to find a timeline 

and combination of tasks for Mission: Art! that enhanced the overall 

grantmaking experience without undermining student agency.

65% of participants said they felt a deeper appreciation for the arts after 

having completed the pilot. The groups that demonstrated consistent 

engagement were those that had a pre-existing affinity for the arts.

NEW FRONTIERS:  MISSION: ART!

NEW FRONTIERS: MISSION: ART! 
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“While so many parts of the grantmaking journey are rewarding, the 
actual process of fundraising for a cause and having everyone work 
together for that cause brings about a strong sense of community. 
This is the best part of CommuniCare and, once it’s finished, it feels 
really good to look back and think about all the good you’ll be able 
to do with that money.” - Everett, Astoria High School

When reflecting on their experience, grantmakers often say they wish they 

could go back in time to start fundraising earlier. Preparing well in advance 

of a deadline is a hard-learned lesson, especially this year, when the fall PPS 

teachers' strike and the January ice storm created a crunch in the fundraising 

calendar.

Good thing students are resourceful and creative! Groups drew inspiration 

from their mission statements to create tote bags and t-shirts for sale, 

leveraged cold weather to sell hot cocoa and apple cider, and explored new 

business partnerships like on-site cotton candy sales in collaboration with 

Cloud Candy Co. 

It is no surprise that “teacher torture” fundraisers were both hilarious and 

profitable. Teachers performed karaoke during lunchtime, got pied in the 

face, jumped in the swimming pool with all their clothes on, and even 

volunteered to have their heads shaved if the fundraising goal was reached. 

Three cheers for our brave teachers! 

FUNDRAISING

FUNDRAISING
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“CommuniCare opened my eyes to the number of nonprofits 
that are supporting our community, and seeing how passionate 
they were made me want to be a part of their causes. It really 
made me realize the amount of support that I could and should 
be giving to my community.” - Abine, McDaniel High School

“Each of my peers has their own perspectives, experiences, 
and unique values. Embracing this diversity allowed us to 
approach the grantmaking process from multiple angles, 
especially in the initial stages. I truly value the empathy, 
respect, and decision-making skills I refined through working 
with such an amazing team.” - Sharmiline, David Douglas 
High School

92%
say they had the power to make 
meaningful decisions during the 
grantmaking process

77% say they practiced skills they will use after 
high school in a job or college setting

FROM THE PARTICIPANTS
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35% are more likely to volunteer their time 
at a nonprofit organization in the future

76%
say CommuniCare helped expand their 
network by introducing them to new peers, 
community members, and professionals 26% are more likely to donate money to a 

nonprofit once they have a job/career

"The entirety of this experience has taught me how important 
student voices are. I have learned how to communicate better 
with adults, peers, and organizations. I've also learned how much 
truly goes into making a change. CommuniCare has given me a 
look at the life I want to lead - being able to create change, help 
people, and work hard to make the world a better place.”   
- Lily, Century High School

FROM THE PARTICIPANTS

FROM THE PARTICIPANTS
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CRISTAL, HERMISTON HIGH SCHOOL  
SENIOR, SECOND YEAR PARTICIPANT

The majority of CommuniCare groups tend to 
focus their grantmaking on human services. 
How did your group choose animal welfare as 
your service area this year?
Our group firmly believed that our role in 
CommuniCare was to give a voice to those 
whose needs often go unheard. Animals cannot 
speak for themselves, even as they suffer from 
the negative impacts of overpopulation, abuse, 
and lack of shelter – and these issues have 

unfortunately been prevalent in our local area for years now. Choosing 
animal welfare as our service area was an opportunity to aid these 
innocent animals and to acknowledge the selfless contributions of animal 
service workers.

Thinking about the experiences you have had as a grantmaker, what 
are some things – skills, questions, attitudes, connections – you will 
take with you into the future?
Grantmaking provided me the opportunity to break out of my shell as a 
previously introverted student. In regularly working with a group of people 
to come to compromises and flesh out plans, I found a space to use my 
voice. I've since applied my newfound confidence to other areas of my life, 
never shying away from taking on big opportunities, even if I'm nervous 
about doing so. Last but not least, I've grown a warm space in my heart for 
the value of philanthropy, nonprofit work, and community service. I have 
various plans to donate to organizations and to always give back to my 
local, cultural, and educational communities as I move through my life.

What has been the most rewarding part of your years of CommuniCare?
Through my two years of CommuniCare, I've found the most rewarding 

part to be the communities it has fostered. Both among my CommuniCare 
team and the nonprofits we have worked with, I've witnessed immense 
kindness, motivation, and bonding over a mutual passion for service. 
Whether it's the thoughtful conversations shared during each club 
meeting or the smiles exchanged during interviews, CommuniCare has 
consistently provided a platform for meaningful connections to flourish. 
I've come to cherish the passion of each person I've had the opportunity 
to meet through this experience and have truly not found another 
environment like it. 

How did the grantmaking process offer new perspectives on your 
community or change your relationship with your community?
Prior to the grantmaking process, I hadn't realized the direct change I 
could have upon my community as a student. However, as I went through 
each step of the process, I felt my perspective shift. Despite only being 
a high school student, I was able to pinpoint problems within my local 
area and work with others in my age group to actually help solve them. 
As I attended fundraisers and completed interviews, I watched our 
efforts pay off in tangible ways. Choosing final grant amounts was a 
surreal experience, as I felt my decisions actually held a positive weight. 
CommuniCare helped me grasp that there's no limit to the ways we can 
improve the communities we live in. 

What advice would you give new CommuniCare participants?
CommuniCare is a revolutionary opportunity for high school students! 
I would encourage new participants to seize every opportunity that 
comes their way, even if they doubt themselves. Stepping into my first 
CommuniCare meeting was one of the best decisions I have made 
because it offered me a way to make a true impact on my local community. 
I would also highly encourage others to share their thoughts as often as 
possible. I believe every student's voice really does matter when it comes 
to grantmaking.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHTS
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SAMANTHA, FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL
SENIOR, SECOND YEAR PARTICIPANT

You participate in CommuniCare through your 
school's Student Store Management class. 
How does CommuniCare fit with the other 
content you learn in the class?
CommuniCare integrates seamlessly with the 
Student Store Management class curriculum 
by providing a platform for us to practice and 
refine our business skills while making a tangible 
impact in our community. Through my school’s 
Student Store, we learn essential business 

principles such as developing marketing strategies, financial management, 
and strategic planning. By partnering with CommuniCare, we are able 
to apply these concepts in real-world settings, while gaining a better 
understanding of community engagement and social entrepreneurship.

How are you able to use your school's Student Store to support your 
fundraising for CommuniCare?
We decided to fundraise by creatively repurposing and selling products 
we already had in the store. For example, our store sells fro-yo and 
cookies - so we spent class time handcrafting ice cream sandwiches and 
selling them the next day at lunch at a boosted price. These ice cream 
sandwiches became our most popular fundraiser and we raised a sizable 
amount of money by selling them!

Thinking about the experiences you have had as a grantmaker, what 
are some things – skills, questions, attitudes, connections – you will 
take with you into the future?
As a student leader for my class, I refined my planning skills and learned 
what it takes to be a manager. I was involved in creating fundraisers, 
coordinating with nonprofit representatives, conducting interviews, and 

delegating tasks to different members of the team. Assessing nonprofits’ 
missions and deciding how to distribute funds enhanced my critical 
thinking and decision-making abilities. The connections made with 
everyone I’ve met through this process inspired me to get more involved 
within my community and to help those who need it.

What has been a surprise or a challenge within the grantmaking 
process you didn’t anticipate?
All nonprofits are doing good work and there is no “bad nonprofit” that 
doesn’t deserve funding. That made the selection process very difficult, 
as our class wanted to give money to every applicant. In the end, it came 
down to which organizations fit our mission statement the best and which 
showed they could make the biggest difference with our funding. 

How did the grantmaking process offer new perspectives on your 
community or change your relationship with your community?
Interviewing different organizations and learning about their missions and 
challenges gave me a deeper understanding of the needs in our area and 
the various ways they are met. As the grantmaking process progressed, I 
found myself looking at the world around me with different eyes and I  
was changed from a passive observer into a more active participant. By 
directly contributing to the funding of local nonprofits, I felt a stronger 
sense of connection with my community and more responsibility towards 
improving it. 

Why do you think teens should be trusted to be grantmakers?
Teens strongly desire change and can see the issues that need to be 
addressed with fresh, unjaded eyes. While we are often viewed as not 
having a drive for the future, this is simply not the case. My classmates and 
I were deeply moved by the work being done by local nonprofits and we 
wanted to contribute to their work as much as possible. Giving teens the 
opportunity to create change will only empower them to continue aiding 
others, and they will carry those skills and ideals for the rest of their lives.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHTS

STUDENT SPOTLIGHTS




1626
student grantmakers


$861,038
granted to 128 nonprofit organizations


$103,489

granted to in-school programs
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MISSION STATEMENTS

ALLIANCE HIGH SCHOOL AT MEEK
Leadership Class / Advisors: Rebecca Rothery and Amy Taramasso
The Leadership students of Alliance at Meek know many youth and teens 
are struggling with drug and alcohol misuse and addiction, often as a way 
of coping with trauma and other challenges. Because we believe youth 
deserve access to safe spaces, treatment, support, and alternatives to 
help them live safely and joyfully, we will be granting money to nonprofit 
organizations in the greater Portland Metro Area that provide mental 
health services, drug and alcohol addiction support, and ongoing support, 
including recreation, arts, and creative activities for youth, especially 
those who work closely with schools to break down barriers to access for 
young people and their families. Through this giving, we would like to see 
an increased number of young people who have access to support for 
substance abuse as well as to ongoing care and a decreased number of 
young people who struggle with substance abuse.

BENSON POLYTECHNIC HIGH SCHOOL
Leadership Class, Period 2 / Advisor: Torin King
Benson Polytechnic High School’s 2nd Period Leadership Class is deeply 
committed to addressing the pressing mental health crisis in Portland. 
We believe struggles pertaining to mental health are universal. These 
struggles may be amplified for members of our community experiencing 
addiction. As Portlanders, we witness the impact of these crises on a daily 
basis. Our approach to address these issues is rooted in compassion, 
where comprehensive strategies for rehabilitation and harm reduction 
are utilized. As such, we wish to focus on nonprofits who work to address 
addiction and mental health as the interlinked crises they are. In addition 
to comprehensive harm reduction services, we want to provide support to 
nonprofits who work to provide mental health resources.

Leadership Class, Period 5 / Advisor: Torin King
The 5th Period Leadership students at Benson Polytechnic High School 
will be granting money to organizations providing housing and addiction 
support for those struggling with homelessness in the Multnomah County/
Portland Metro Area. We believe housing and addiction support often go 
hand-in-hand, and these issues tend to be dealt with by masking instead 
of solving the matter at hand. We will focus on organizations that provide 
housing and rehabilitation services for those who are struggling with 
addiction. We would like to see a decrease in both the number of people 
experiencing homelessness and the amount of substance abuse in our 
community. We would also like to see people affected by homelessness 
and addiction given greater opportunities to support themselves after 
gaining housing and sobriety.

AVID 12 Class / Advisor: Melissa Kennybrew 
We, the AVID 12 students at Benson Polytechnic High School, will be 
granting money to organizations that provide services around gun violence 
and safety in Multnomah County. We believe our community is impacted by 
gun violence in many ways. We know Portland families and communities are 
suffering because the rate of deaths by guns has steadily increased during 
just our time in high school. We will focus on organizations that work to 
promote gun safety, prevent gun violence, and help individuals and families 
who have experienced the effects of gun violence. This can include, but 
is not limited to, gang-related homicide, domestic violence, and suicide. 
We would like to see increased safety in our community and the rates of 
gun-related deaths decrease.

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS:  PORTLAND METRO

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS: PORTLAND METRO
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CATLIN GABEL SCHOOL
CommuniCare Club / Advisor: Rebecca Allen
The mission of the CommuniCare Club at Catlin Gabel this year is to 
address food security for everyone. We firmly believe having access to 
healthy and sustainable food is a basic human right, and we’ve observed 
a growing problem stemming from inadequate access. Our primary 
approach is to raise and grant funds to organizations in the Portland Metro 
Area that address these issues.

CENTRAL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
Leadership Class, Gold Group / Advisor: Jasmine Bush
Central Catholic High School’s Gold Group is committed to serving those 
with disabilities in the Portland Metro Area experiencing poverty. We will 
be using our funds to support organizations that provide employment 
opportunities, basic needs services, and affordable housing to those who 
live at the intersection of poverty and disability. Access to resources may 
be difficult due to the current financial crisis in Portland, and we want to 
see all members of our community thriving regardless of ability level.

Leadership Class, Cardinal Group / Advisor: Theresa Nguyen
Central Catholic High School’s Cardinal Group is deeply concerned about 
the quality of life of immigrants and refugees in the greater Portland 
Metro Area. We will be using our funds to support organizations offering 
immigrants and refugees access to services such as medical care, 
affordable housing, and employment opportunities. We are looking to 
fund nonprofits that directly support and advocate for the well-being of 
immigrants and refugees. We believe everyone deserves to thrive in the 
State of Oregon.

CENTURY HIGH SCHOOL
Civics & Community Service Class / Advisor: Trig Rogers
Our Civics and Community Service Class at Century High School will 
be working with CommuniCare to provide grants to organizations that 
address the relief and recovery of survivors of domestic and sexual 
violence as well as the prevention of the act in Hillsboro, Oregon. We are 

deeply saddened by the people we see who suffer and who are not only 
present in our community but also in need of proper resources to improve 
their situations and/or be safely removed from them. We are looking 
for nonprofit organizations that hold a positive influence on those of all 
ages so they can recover despite the limited resources and connections 
available.

CLACKAMAS HIGH SCHOOL
CommuniCare Club / Advisor: Jen Lindeman
The CommuniCare Chapter at Clackamas High School is committed to 
supporting immigrant communities within the Portland Metro Area. Our 
goal is to help migrant families overcome food insecurities, gain access 
to educational opportunities, and improve their overall quality of life. We 
hope our work will ease the strain on this valuable cornerstone of our 
community. Together we thrive.

CLEVELAND HIGH SCHOOL
Leadership Class, Period 6 / Advisor: Jessica Sawyer
We, the 6th Period Leadership students at Cleveland High School, 
are deeply impacted by the suffering the greater Portland Metro Area 
community is experiencing due to substance abuse. We have seen the 
drug crisis and the pain our peers experience firsthand. As Leadership 
students, we are dedicated to supporting young adults struggling with 
addiction - prioritizing fentanyl. We are committed to ensuring that 
members of our community get the help and support they need.

Leadership Class, Period 7 / Advisor: Jessica Sawyer
Cleveland High School’s 7th Period Leadership students care deeply 
about the effects of climate change on people of color. We will support 
organizations in Portland that work to combat the climate-change-
facilitating effects created by redlining, gentrification, and infrastructure 
in historically underserved communities. We aim to alleviate the added 
pressure people of color face due to climate change.
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Building Consent Culture Class / Advisor: Gaye Chapman
The CommuniCare students from Building Consent Culture at Cleveland 
High School will be granting money to organizations providing assistance 
to survivors of sexual and domestic violence in Multnomah County. We 
would like to see organizations that help survivors but are also thinking 
upstream and have found ways to try and prevent the violence from 
occurring in the first place. We will focus on organizations that specifically 
provide resources to youth, LGBTQIA+, POC, and those who have 
experienced addiction.

Cleveland Alliance for Racial Equity (C.A.R.E.) Leadership Class / 
Advisor: Ezra Ereckson
The CommuniCare students of C.A.R.E. Leadership at Cleveland High 
School will be granting money to organizations focused on criminal justice 
reform and providing services for BIPOC in the Portland Metro Area. Since 
injustice in the criminal justice system is a persistent systemic issue that 
disproportionately impacts BIPOC, we believe there need to be services 
that directly aid people within the system and those who have exited it to 
exercise their rights. We will focus on organizations that provide services 
to BIPOC who have faced or are currently facing discrimination within the 
justice system through direct and individual support, such as providing 
bail assistance or legal aid. Our goal is to create a positive impact by 
supporting organizations that are passionate about helping individuals 
facing unfair or biased convictions and preventing innocent people from 
being wrongfully incarcerated.

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL
Action Squad 1 / Advisors: Tasha Corrigan, Jessica McGrory, and  
Julia Rhamey
The McRhamigan Action Squad from Creekside Community High School 
will be granting money to organizations in Washington County and 
Multnomah County that serve at-risk youth, prioritizing housing support 
services, especially in scenarios involving mental health issues, addiction, 
and drug abuse. We believe housing is a necessity in order for youth to 
thrive. Stable housing provides a safe, secure base from which youth can 
engage with addiction and mental health support services. We will focus 

on organizations that provide the foundations of housing, specifically for 
historically marginalized youth. We would like to see at-risk youth set up 
on a pathway to success through improvement in their well-being.

Action Squad 2 / Advisors: Shea De Leon, Anya Hershberger, and 
Radha Rogers
The CommuniCare students of Action Squad 2 at Creekside Community 
High School will be granting money to organizations providing services to 
survivors of sexual and domestic violence in Portland and the surrounding 
community. We believe everyone experiencing this should be able to get 
help; we have been through this and struggled to get help ourselves. We 
will focus on organizations who support anyone experiencing the effects 
of sexual and domestic violence, prioritizing those who serve Washington 
County and the Creekside community. We would like to see people not 
going through this alone, people feeling safe in their autonomy, and 
people feeling safe asking for help.

Action Squad 3 / Advisors: Mario Ruiz and Tish Wallace
We are Action Squad 3 at Creekside Community High School and we 
are concerned about access to healthcare in Washington County. We 
chose this service area because healthcare is expensive and difficult to 
access, especially for those with lower incomes or people experiencing 
houselessness. A lot of people in these groups are struggling with 
health problems, as well as with accessing and affording care. We would 
specifically like to improve access to medication and prescriptions, 
diagnostics, life-saving surgery, trauma treatment, and treatment for 
learning disorders. We want to guide a path towards a future where 
healthcare is accessible to all those who need it.  

Action Squad 5 / Advisors: Nikki Hartman, Briana Kosmicki, and  
Jim Martin
We are Action Squad 5 at Creekside Community High School and we 
will be donating funds to organizations that help wildlife in the greater 
Portland Metro Area. We are passionate about helping wild animals 
and want to see them healthy and cared for. We will be supporting 
organizations that provide rescue and rehabilitation for wild animals, 
especially those that have been displaced because of climate change 

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS:  PORTLAND METRO
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events like natural disasters or weather events, or organizations that 
save animals from dangerous facilities in other states or countries. We 
hope that in the future all animals will have help, safety, and a healthy 
environment, especially because they cannot help themselves.  

DAVID DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL
Student Council / Advisor: Kelsey Stiff
We, the Student Council of David Douglas High School, in collaboration 
with CommuniCare, will be granting money to organizations that provide 
food and nutrition access to youth and families in the East Portland area. 
As Portland undergoes an intense food desert, there exists a noticeable 
lack of accessible and nutritious food - a most basic human right. To 
approach the issue, we strongly feel more longstanding solutions need 
to be put in place. We will focus on organizations that not only provide 
fresh foods but specialize in sustainable programs that fulfill families’ 
needs, such as cooking classes and food planning. By providing easy and 
affordable access to food, we aim for youth and families to be nutritionally 
sound, healthy, and overall set up for success.

Link Crew Leadership Class / Advisor: Julie Mack
The CommuniCare students of Ms. Mack’s Link Crew Class at David 
Douglas High School will be granting money to organizations providing 
services for those on the verge of houselessness. We believe there is 
a need of support for those soon to be houseless, with an emphasis 
on people struggling with addiction and mental health issues in the 
Portland Metro Area. We will focus on organizations that provide 
therapy, counseling, and peer mentorship. Our goal is to see the rate 
of houselessness decrease and continue to be sustained over time 
throughout the Portland Metro Area.

Link Crew Leadership Class / Advisor: Annemarie Montoya Mira
Ms. Montoya’s Link Crew Class at David Douglas High School, in 
collaboration with CommuniCare, plans to provide funding for 
organizations dedicated to enhancing healthcare and medical services 
for people experiencing homelessness in the Portland Metro Area. Our 
primary areas of focus will be affordable mental and physical healthcare 

accessibility for the homeless population. By concentrating on these 
aspects, we aim to strengthen our community by offering comfort to 
individuals and fostering greater support for those who are experiencing 
homelessness. Our emphasis will be on nonprofit organizations 
specializing in medical care access and homelessness support, with the 
goal of disseminating these resources throughout the area. Our vision is to 
create more convenient and affordable access to essential services without 
judgment, ultimately enhancing the well-being of the community.

Link Crew Leadership Class / Advisor: Jeff VanVickle
The CommuniCare students in Mr. VanVickle’s Link Crew Class at David 
Douglas High School aim to support mental health and affordable 
housing in hopes of creating a positive impact on the Multnomah County 
community. We believe there needs to be an easier way for those who 
need help to get it, and we will prioritize organizations that serve refugee 
and immigrant families. By improving access to resources, reducing 
stigma, and providing safe housing options, we bring hope to those in 
need. Let’s make a difference together!

FOREST GROVE HIGH SCHOOL
Leadership Class / Advisor: Bobby Kirkman
The Forest Grove CommuniCare Committee will award our funds to 
organizations that provide and support therapeutic creative opportunities 
for Multnomah and Washington County adolescents outside of school-
based academics. Our mission is to increase safe spaces for artistic 
opportunities that promote emotional and mental well-being. Art is a 
healthy outlet all youth are entitled to.

FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL
Student Store Management & Philanthropy Class, Grey Group / 
Advisor: Jose Losoya
The Grey Student Store Management & Philanthropy students at Franklin 
High School will be granting money to organizations providing food 
and nutrition access and services to refugees/immigrants in the Portland 
community. We believe access to nutritious food is a crucial step in 
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supporting those in need, and we want to help refugee and immigrant 
families in their transition. By supporting these members of our community 
in obtaining food security, we hope to see an increase in immigrant 
families’ health by meeting basic nutritional needs and lessening their 
financial burden. Additionally, we hope to see an easier adjustment into 
their new environment that allows them to assimilate into our community.

Student Store Management & Philanthropy Class, Maroon Group / 
Advisor: Jose Losoya
The Maroon Chapter of the Student Store Management & Philanthropy 
group at Franklin High School will be granting money to organizations 
focusing on providing nutrition access and education to the people living 
in the Multnomah County area who are struggling with food insecurity. 
We know food is a necessity to live, and making sure everyone can 
access proper nourishment is very important to us. We would like to 
see our community well-fed with nutritious food and equipped with the 
knowledge to continue accessing these resources. Our ultimate goal is to 
see hunger rates drop within our community.

GLENCOE HIGH SCHOOL
Student Government Class / Advisor: Tom Stephens
In the world today, we are faced with a lot of challenges. As the students 
of Glencoe High School, we are choosing to support nonprofits in 
the Portland Metro Area that are working to solve one of the biggest 
problems we are facing today - access to healthcare. Our goal is to 
highlight nonprofits that help with access and resources having to do 
with healthcare, whether it is specifically within hospitals or with mental 
health programs. We also want to acknowledge that healthcare should 
be for everyone no matter race, age, or gender and we want to support 
nonprofits that strive to work with all groups of people, although we will 
prioritize organizations serving people of all ages who wouldn’t usually 
have full access to healthcare due to their income. Access to healthcare is 
an umbrella term for many different categories; however, we would like to 
focus on organizations that provide healthcare services to those who are 
most in need in our community with resources such as therapy, support 
groups, and health benefits.

GRANT HIGH SCHOOL
CommuniCare Club / Advisor: Dylan Leeman 
The Grant High School CommuniCare Club will be granting money to 
organizations providing support for survivors of domestic violence in the 
Portland Metro Area. We chose to focus on this service area because of 
how difficult escaping situations of domestic violence can be. Our focus 
will be on organizations providing systems of support that contribute 
to ongoing stability and security for these survivors. In the end, we are 
hoping to help support survivors of domestic violence in building better 
and safer lives for themselves.           

AVID 10 Class, Period 1 / Advisor: Dylan Leeman 
We are Grant High School’s AVID 10 CommuniCare students (Period 1) 
and we are granting money to improve Oregon’s foster care system, 
with a specialized focus on BIPOC people. We will grant our funds to 
organizations serving the greater Portland Metro Area that offer support to 
children and young adults both within and exiting the system to help them 
live happily and healthily. We will focus on organizations that offer this aid 
preferably through mentorship and specialized support groups, as well 
as organizations that help in the placement and security of children. We 
wish to support safer and more stable living environments for those within 
Oregon’s foster care system, including long-term stability with the help of 
mentors and organizations that will be able to guide these people through 
their time in the foster care system as well as those who are leaving it. 
We believe the foster care system has been failing children over and over 
again for years, and some children are moved repeatedly from home to 
home. We believe children and young adults deserve to be respected, 
seen, and supported.

AVID 10 Class, Period 2 / Advisor: Dylan Leeman
We, the students of AVID 10 Period 2 at Grant High School, will be 
granting money to organizations battling teen substance abuse and 
addiction, and through those services, houselessness. We acknowledge 
addiction is one of the main causes of houselessness in the Portland Metro 
Area and we believe all people deserve the right to shelter and safety. 
We believe addiction is a problem starting young, and helping youth 
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with addiction treatment will help them become supported and stable 
when they grow up. We will focus on organizations that specialize in youth 
treatment and rehabilitation. We hope to positively impact the lives of 
teens suffering from addiction and give them a safer, brighter future.

GRESHAM HIGH SCHOOL
National Honor Society / Advisor: Hoan Tran
The CommuniCare students in the National Honors Society chapter at 
Gresham High School will be granting money to organizations dedicated 
to providing services for children in the foster care system in Oregon. We 
believe in supporting the disadvantaged youth in our community and want 
to see the impact we will make as a chapter with our grants. We will focus 
on organizations that plan on helping with parent rehabilitation (mental 
health services involving parents, drug rehabilitation, or services involving 
parent contact), mental health services for youth, and supporting the 
educational needs of foster youth. We would like to see the children in 
our foster care system have access to equitable opportunities along with 
support as they go through their adolescence.  

HILLSBORO HIGH SCHOOL
Theory of Knowledge Class, Period 6 / Advisors: Ashley Clemens and 
Scott Satterlee
We, the students of Hillsboro High School IB Period 6, have partnered with 
CommuniCare to grant money to organizations that provide homelessness 
aid and greater access to healthcare for immigrants in the Washington 
County area. We believe there needs to be more support in these areas 
because it’s a huge issue for the community and it’s disgusting that people 
who immigrate for a better life can’t receive opportunities equal to those 
who had the luxury to be born here. We will focus on organizations who 
help immigrants in our community adjust to a new environment and gain 
access to the standard necessities that all humans should be able to 
access. We would like for immigrants to be able to have easier access to 
affordable healthcare and housing in their new area and hopefully see the 
numbers of unhoused immigrants decrease.  

Theory of Knowledge Class, Period 7 / Advisors: Ashley Clemens and 
Scott Satterlee
Hillsboro High School IB Period 7 is concerned for our community 
members who are facing homelessness. In addition, many homeless 
individuals do not have access to healthcare. When homeless individuals 
can’t have access to healthcare, their existing health issues may worsen, 
making it harder for them to get back on their feet and find employment 
or stable housing. This creates a vicious cycle that makes it challenging to 
escape homelessness. We will be using our funds to support organizations 
that serve individuals in the Washington County community who are 
homeless and are in severe need of healthcare aid. We are specifically 
focusing on low-income and homeless individuals. Addressing both 
homelessness and healthcare access is crucial to break this cycle.

JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL
Black Student Union / Advisor: Jayme Causey
The CommuniCare students, a part of Jefferson High School’s Black 
Student Union, will be granting money to organizations that provide 
services and support to BIPOC youth struggling with substance misuse 
in the Portland Metropolitan Area. BIPOC are more susceptible to 
addiction and less likely to receive services. We would like to support 
organizations with an aligned vision of substance abuse prevention that 
offer intervention for the affected community. As students, we recognize 
the struggles youth face regarding substance abuse, and we seek to 
minimize that struggle and offer support to those who are impacted by 
the issue. We will focus on organizations that help prevent and support 
BIPOC dealing with substance use and work to heal the negative effects 
on communities. We would like to see organizations focusing on tangible 
steps toward addressing this issue.

International Human Rights Club / Advisor: Eliana Machuca
This is the International Human Rights Club at Jefferson High School. We 
are deeply passionate about helping and supporting people affected 
by border conflicts, including children. This might be because of land 
disputes, economic instability, and/or crimes which can displace people. 
Considering what is happening in the world today, we want to focus on 
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organizations that help refugees who come from all parts of the world. 
Specifically, we will prioritize organizations offering support in catering 
to the basic needs of refugees in Oregon, including food, housing, and 
clothes. We would like to see even the slightest improvement in their 
living conditions and overall well-being.

LA SALLE CATHOLIC COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
CommuniCare Club / Advisor: Sarah Maher
The CommuniCare Club at La Salle Prep will be granting money to 
organizations that provide services to people facing addictions in the 
Portland Metro Area and Clackamas County. We believe there is much 
to be understood about such a misunderstood topic, especially today 
in Portland as we try to decriminalize the use of hard drugs but with 
little success helping people into rehabilitation services. We hope to 
understand the root causes of addiction and bring humanization to the 
topic. We recognize the complicated nuances to the fentanyl crisis and 
hope to learn more about the risk so we can bring prevention tactics to 
our La Salle community.

LAKE OSWEGO HIGH SCHOOL
Link Crew Leadership Class, Semester 1 / Advisor: Lisa Evonuk
The CommuniCare students at Lake Oswego High School will be granting 
money to organizations providing mental health services or other support 
for veterans in the Portland Metro Area. We recognize that veterans are 
not given enough support when they return from their service, especially 
considering their potentially life-threatening duties. Increased access to 
mental health care could guarantee opportunities for veterans to recover 
from their traumatic experiences. By focusing on organizations who help 
veterans in our community with mental health and any other services 
that improve mental wellness, we would like veterans to feel seen and 
appreciated for their sacrifice. We also hope to build awareness in our 
school about this issue.

Link Crew Leadership Class, Semester 2 / Advisor: Lisa Evonuk
The CommuniCare students at Lake Oswego High School will be granting 
money to organizations that provide addiction support to youth in the 
Portland Metro Area. We recognize that youth often are not provided with 
the proper resources to aid them in recovery from addiction due to the 
stigma associated with it and the barriers surrounding age. Specifically, we 
aim to support organizations focusing on forms of addiction that are less 
acknowledged and do not exclusively limit their services to those suffering 
from substance abuse. We will be looking for an emphasis on building 
community and helping youth move away from addiction while building 
important skills. Through this, we hope to decrease the prevalence of 
addiction in our community and provide youth with healthy habits and a 
strong recovery environment.

LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL
CommuniCare Club / Advisor: Dardn Thomsen
The CommuniCare Club at Lincoln High School will be granting money 
to organizations that provide help to children who are survivors of child 
abuse. We wish to grant money to organizations located in Oregon, 
specifically organizations located in Portland and Southern Oregon. We 
believe children who are survivors of child abuse need to be supported 
in every way possible in order for them to find their footing again. Our 
focus will be towards organizations that support survivors of abuse after 
they have been removed from abusive households and help educate 
community members on how to recognize abuse and support those facing 
abuse. The outcome we would like to see is a more educated community 
when recognizing signs of abuse as well as improved services for survivors 
of abuse in Oregon.

Freshman Leadership & Inquiry, Period 2 / Advisor: Melanie Hindman
Ms. Hindman’s 2nd Period FLI Class at Lincoln High School has a 
mission to provide necessary healthcare and hygiene services for 
people experiencing homelessness in Portland. We value human life 
no matter what their predicaments are and believe everyone deserves 
basic necessities. We also experience and see people experiencing 
homelessness every day outside of our school, which breaks our hearts, 
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and we want to make an impact. It’s wrong that many of the people of 
Portland suffer from the lack of stable housing.

Freshman Leadership & Inquiry, Period 3 / Advisor: Melanie Hindman
The CommuniCare students in Ms. Hindman’s 3rd Period FLI Class at 
Lincoln High School will be granting money to nonprofit organizations 
specializing in addiction support services for people experiencing 
homelessness in the Portland Metro Area. We want to help people get 
out of homelessness, focusing on drug use and addiction as a main cause 
of instability. We will focus on nonprofits whose goal is to help homeless 
people get back on their feet. We are doing this because we want a safer 
environment for everyone in the Portland Metro Area, to help homeless 
numbers and addiction statistics decrease, and to grow city engagement.

Freshman Leadership & Inquiry / Advisor: Ruqayya Jarad
Ms. Jarad’s 5th Period Lincoln High School FLI Class is deeply concerned 
about animal welfare in the City of Portland. We will be using our funds 
to support nonprofits offering animal support in the Portland Metro 
Area. Because we think every animal should be free of harm, we will 
focus on organizations that help animals recover from abuse, trauma, 
abandonment, and injuries so they can find their forever homes. We 
believe all animals deserve to live happy and healthy lives.

Freshman Leadership & Inquiry, AVID 9 / Advisor: Joshua Kinter
The 9th grade AVID students at Lincoln High School care deeply about 
the houseless crisis here in Portland and recognize that addiction is a 
large contributor. Every family should have access to resources to support 
their journey in fighting addiction and getting on their feet. We believe 
all families deserve a second chance. We will focus on organizations 
that prioritize families struggling with addiction who are experiencing 
houselessness. We would like to see more people getting treatment for 
addiction and helping their families. It may be too late to start over, but it’s 
never too late to change your ending.

Freshman Leadership & Inquiry, Period 6 / Advisor: Marisol Kreuzer
The Freshman Leadership and Inquiry students of Profe Marisol Kreuzer’s 
6th Period Class at Lincoln High School are looking to grant money 

to nonprofit organizations that provide addiction support for young 
adults experiencing houselessness in downtown Portland. Due to our 
school being in the Portland Metro Area (downtown), we consistently 
see the neglect of those in need. Supporting less fortunate people in 
our community is important to us because we believe no one deserves 
to be living on the streets. As such, we will be prioritizing organizations 
that provide services to houseless youth struggling with addiction. We 
hope to one day be able to walk through a downtown Portland where all 
young adults are housed and are receiving the services they need, which 
will result in our city being a place where houselessness coupled with 
addiction is no longer a part of our reality.

Freshman Leadership & Inquiry, Period 7 / Advisor: Marisol Kreuzer
The students in Profe Marisol Kreuzer’s 7th Period Freshmen Leadership 
and Inquiry Class at Lincoln High School have decided as a group to 
focus our efforts on helping organizations that support the houseless and 
give them access to the medical care they need. We are looking to grant 
money to nonprofits that provide medical care to people experiencing 
houselessness, specifically single parents, immigrants, and/or foster 
youth in the Portland Metro Area. We chose our focus as a class because, 
as a high school downtown, we are witnesses to homelessness and we 
understand that people need help. Being without shelter and without 
necessary supplies for so long can increase someone’s need for medical 
care. We hope our grants can lift some stress off of people’s backs and 
make their lives easier because everyone should be able to access 
medical care, and it is especially important in times of need. We hope 
these people can get the care they require, but we understand that not all 
organizations will serve all of these groups. Our goal is to have a positive 
impact on our community and the well-being of downtown Portland.

Freshman Leadership & Inquiry, Period 7 / Advisor: Josh Lokeno
The CommuniCare students of Mr. Lokeno's 7th Period Class will be 
granting money to organizations working to help houseless people in the 
Portland Metro Area through the transition period between emergency 
and permanent housing. All people deserve access to a safe place to live 
and opportunities to build fulfilling lives. We will focus on organizations 
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that highlight helping those with addiction problems, youth, and elders 
who struggle to obtain the essentials they need to live. We believe the 
houselessness dilemma in Portland affects everyone and those facing 
houselessness can be silently suffering much closer to us than we realize.

Freshman Leadership & Inquiry, Period 8 / Advisor: Josh Lokeno
Mr. Lokeno´s 8th Period FLI Class at Lincoln High School will be granting 
money to organizations focusing on providing stable and sustainable 
food systems that help people who are experiencing homelessness in the 
Portland Metro Area. We will focus on organizations that produce food 
in an environmentally friendly way, give food to those who need it, and 
ideally provide job opportunities. We believe work like this can create 
lasting change by positively impacting our community. We would like to 
see our houseless population decrease and for sustainable food systems 
to help lower the climate change crisis by reducing food waste and/or 
using regenerative agricultural practices.

Freshman Leadership & Inquiry, Period 7 / Advisor: Erin Mahony
The CommuniCare students of Ms. Mahony’s Period 7 FLI class are deeply 
concerned with the homelessness crisis in Portland, Oregon. We will be 
granting money to organizations that provide housing and addiction 
services to people of all ages who are experiencing homelessness. We will 
specifically be focusing on the Portland Metro Area, where we see a large 
homeless population. Everyone deserves shelter and a second chance.

Freshman Leadership & Inquiry, Period 8 / Advisor: Erin Mahony
The CommuniCare students in Ms. Mahony’s 8th Period FLI Class at 
Lincoln High School want to support people in low-income areas from 
Portland. We would like to focus on organizations that can provide 
affordable or free health services for both mental and physical wellness. 
We chose this area of focus because being healthy is important, healthcare 
is expensive and hard to get, and accessible healthcare lowers stress and 
overall worries about money management. We would like to see more of 
the people who live in poverty, homelessness, and low-income areas get 
easier access to healthcare and wellness services.

Freshman Leadership & Inquiry, Period 7 / Advisor: Jim Peerenboom
Mr. Peerenboom’s 7th Period FLI Class at Lincoln High School is 
committed to promoting equal access to nutrition for all, with a particular 
emphasis on addressing issues of food and nutrition availability in the 
Northwest Oregon region. We acknowledge that economic difficulties, 
resulting from inflation and the increasing costs of nutritious food, impede 
certain individuals from obtaining wholesome meals. Our objective goes 
beyond mere sustenance; we strive to offer high-quality nourishment to 
those in need. Recognizing the significant disparities in food accessibility 
within our community, we have chosen to focus our efforts on the 
economically disadvantaged areas of Portland. We firmly believe every 
individual deserves a dependable and sustainable source of nourishment.

Freshman Leadership & Inquiry, Period 8 / Advisor: Jim Peerenboom
Lincoln High School students in Mr. Peerenboom’s 8th Period FLI Class 
have expressed much concern about people experiencing homelessness 
in Multnomah County, especially people who are seeking shelter around 
high traffic areas and other unsafe locations. Our funds will be dedicated 
to programs aiding homeless families with children by providing them 
with appropriate shelter, food, and safety. Organizations that set up the 
homeless community for long-lasting financial stability will be prioritized, 
as will organizations that offer people struggling with addiction a pathway 
to rehabilitation and stability. We believe everyone has the right to security 
and asylum.

Freshman Leadership & Inquiry / Advisor: Jeremy Weed
We are freshman students of Lincoln High School in Mr. Weed’s 6th Period 
FLI Class. We will be granting money to organizations in the Portland 
Metro Area that provide nutritional support to food insecure families. 
We believe everyone has the right to have nutritious food in order to 
feel successful in their everyday lives. We will focus on organizations that 
reach out to families with a lack of food to provide nutritional support. We 
would like to see our community thrive in a more positive and inclusive 
environment and to better the lives of the food insecure families in the 
Portland Metro Area.                 

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS:  PORTLAND METRO



22 COMMUNICARE ANNUAL REPORT • 2023/2024

MCDANIEL HIGH SCHOOL
Business Launch Class / Advisor: Frank Fields
The CommuniCare students of the McDaniel High School Business Launch 
Class will be granting money to organizations in Portland that support 
small businesses, which are the heart of our community! We want to 
support those getting started in business, especially underrepresented 
groups, immigrants, and those having a positive impact on the world. As 
business students and future business owners, we want to foster growth 
in this crucial part of our community. We are a diverse class and increasing 
diversity in the small business community is important to us. We hope to 
give new business owners the opportunity to learn and to get guidance 
as they begin their journey to become successful entrepreneurs. We are 
excited to see the impact of these new businesses on our community as 
they thrive and give back.

Business Management Class / Advisor: Frank Fields
The Business Management students of McDaniel High School are deeply 
concerned about the lack of financial support for low-income students, 
specifically in North and Northeast Portland. This is important because 
many of us have seen or experienced missed opportunities due to lack 
of funds, and we don’t want any member of our community to be left 
out. We will focus on helping nonprofits in our community that provide 
scholarships and seek to connect students of any age to activities that are 
both educational and extracurricular, including but not limited to sports, 
academic trips, tutoring, college or other post-high school scholarships, 
or opportunities for the elderly. We want to empower people of all 
backgrounds to experience their dreams without the fear of financial 
burdens.

Justice Lab Class / Advisor: Ken Gadbow
The McDaniel High School Justice Lab Class is granting money 
to organizations serving communities in and around the Portland 
Metropolitan Area focusing on the intersection of homelessness and 
environmental stewardship. The Justice Lab class seeks to fund programs 
that are addressing the twin crises of global climate change and extreme 

economic insecurity. Priority will be given to organizations that emphasize 
restorative justice practices in their work.

NORTHWEST ACADEMY
America Under the Microscope Class / Advisor: Bobby Elliot
The CommuniCare students at Northwest Academy will be granting 
money to organizations supporting queer and trans individuals struggling 
with houselessness and addiction in the Portland Metro Area. We 
believe queer and trans houseless people face great burdens due to the 
intersection of their persecuted identities and that they deserve greater 
support than is currently available to them. We will focus on organizations 
that provide shelter, basic necessities, medical care, and mental health 
resources to queer and trans houseless individuals, as well as those that 
provide counseling to LGBTQ+ people struggling with addiction. We 
would like to see a greater number of queer and trans individuals able 
to find shelter off of the streets and meet their basic needs, while also 
being given the opportunity to receive active mental health and addiction 
counseling.

OPEN SCHOOL EAST
Entrepreneurship Class, Group 1 / Advisor: Cesar Felix
The CommuniCare students at Open School East (Group 1) will be 
granting money to organizations that provide access to medical care to 
Portland Metro Area youth. We believe access to healthcare can support 
and uplift those in our community suffering from disability, addiction, and 
mental illness. We will focus on organizations that provide medical care 
and support to young adults in the Portland Metro Area. We hope to see 
the youth of the Portland Metro Area become stronger and healthier, both 
for themselves and our community.

Entrepreneurship Class, Group 2 / Advisor: Cesar Felix
The CommuniCare students at Open School East (Group 2) will be 
granting money to organizations that focus on mental health services for 
Portland Metro Area youth. We believe young adults should have access 
to mental health services because young people are the key to a positive 
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future. We will focus on organizations that provide mental health services 
for young adults of all genders and racial identities. We would like to see 
young people of Portland accomplish the things they love to do to better 
themselves and to secure a healthy and prosperous future.

OREGON EPISCOPAL SCHOOL
CommuniCare Club / Advisor: Maria McIvor
The CommuniCare students at Oregon Episcopal School will grant 
our funds to organizations committed to providing solutions to ensure 
affordable housing for immigrants and refugees in Portland. We believe 
there needs to be a support system to ensure stability as newcomers arrive 
in our community. We will focus on organizations that provide immigrants 
and refugees with resources and social support so that they may feel 
welcomed, find their footing, and begin a new life here in the Portland 
Metro Area. We believe by offering stable housing and social support, new 
immigrants to the Portland area will enrich our community. They will need 
support as they start this new chapter in their lives.

PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY
Grants for Arts & Culture Class / Advisor: Suzanne Savaria 
We are a group of interdisciplinary art students at Portland State University 
seeking to disrupt the status quo through the funding of forward-thinking 
Arts & Culture organizations throughout the State of Oregon. We aim 
to empower the arts to have a lasting impact on the community. We 
will be specifically focusing on smaller, developing organizations with 
a strong identity that provide arts opportunities to underserved and 
underrepresented groups. We are interested in working with forward 
thinking organizations that are able to reimagine the relationship between 
arts and community through non-classical means.

ROOSEVELT HIGH SCHOOL
Advanced Theatre Class / Advisor: Jo Lane
The CommuniCare Group from Roosevelt High School’s Advanced 
Theatre Class is focused on providing grants to underfunded nonprofit 

organizations with performing and visual arts programs. We will give 
grants to developing organizations based in the Portland Metro Area that 
are focused on giving marginalized communities access to arts programs 
that wouldn’t normally be available, so the organizations can increase their 
size and influence (and by extension allow more people to participate 
in performing and visual arts). In the future our group envisions, all 
communities will have equal access to arts education regardless of social 
or economic status.

Philanthropy Class / Advisor: Jeremy Dickerson
The Philanthropy Group at Roosevelt High School will be granting money 
to organizations that provide resources and support services to help 
teens and young adults with disabilities and neurological differences. The 
goal is to create a better transition to life after high school. We believe 
all members of our community should live fulfilling and meaningful lives, 
regardless of ability level or unique neurological identity. We will focus 
on organizations that work in the North Portland community and that 
give students the support they need while providing smooth transitions 
from high school to any option that comes after. We would like to see all 
members of our community living, working, and socializing with a sense of 
inclusion and support.

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
CommuniCare Club / Advisor: Caitlin Whitty
This year, the St. Mary’s Academy CommuniCare Chapter is focused on 
helping teens navigate the complications of the foster care system. We 
will be using our funds to support nonprofits providing advocacy for 
better legal opportunities and resources as well as community building for 
youth in the foster care system. As teens ourselves, we find it important to 
support our peers across Oregon who have fewer opportunities than we 
do. Through our funds, we hope to help minimize the systematic obstacles 
many foster teens face.
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TIGARD HIGH SCHOOL
AVID 10 Class, Period 2 / Advisor: Eljean Madio
The Period 2 AVID 10 Class of 2026 will be granting money to 
organizations that support survivors of domestic and sexual abuse. We 
believe it’s important for survivors to be heard and helped throughout 
their journey of healing, while having access to all the resources and 
support that’s available. We’ve seen this type of violence take a toll in our 
close circles and our communities. We strongly believe survivors deserve 
justice and empowerment and we want them to feel safe and cared for 
during such a difficult, traumatic chapter of their lives. We will focus on 
organizations that prioritize medical care, including mental health and 
addiction support, as well as access to basic necessities like food and 
housing assistance. We want our grant money to support the physical 
and mental health of survivors in the Portland Metro Area, with priority 
to nonprofits that serve young survivors and their families in Washington 
County. We would like to see survivors benefit from our grants to help 
them live happy lives without fear of abuse or violence and create fulfilling 
lives with opportunities for healthier relationships, stronger communities, 
and education to break the cycle of abuse.

AVID 10 Class, Period 6 / Advisor: Eljean Madio
The Period 6 AVID 10 Class of 2026 will be supporting immigrants 
and refugees who reside in the Portland Metro Area and Washington 
County. The United States, a country whose values include freedom and 
opportunity, should set a precedent in making sure everyone has a better 
life, but we know that is sometimes not the case, especially for newcomers. 
We believe immigrants and refugees arrive already disadvantaged 
and undermined due to the hardships of leaving their homeland and 
experiencing issues such as racism, discrimination, and marginalization in a 
new country. All immigrants and refugees deserve equitable opportunities 
to succeed and flourish socially and financially. Unfortunately, they often 
face challenges for even basic necessities needed for survival, such as the 
burden of high medical costs and expensive housing. We will, therefore, 
prioritize nonprofits that assist with medical care and affordable housing 
so they can focus more on the pursuit of happiness we all deserve. We 
are passionate believers that immigrants and refugees benefit our society 

and help all of us become more diverse, leading to healthy, creative, 
innovative, and thriving communities. Immigrants are a vital part of our 
communities and we want our grants to make a positive, tangible, long-
term impact on their lives.

TUALATIN HIGH SCHOOL
CommuniCare Club / Advisors: Steve Johnson and Chris Lieuallen
The CommuniCare students at Tualatin High School will be granting 
money to organizations focusing on mental health support for youth 
with a special focus on those facing poverty in the Portland Metro Area. 
According to the Oregon State University College of Health, “Oregon 
consistently ranks among the worst states in the nation in indicators of 
mental health. Youth mental and behavioral health ranks just as poorly; 
suicide is the second leading cause of death for young adults.” To 
combat this, we will focus on organizations that provide personalized 
and accessible mental health support for youth struggling with poverty 
throughout Washington and Clackamas counties. We believe the youth 
of our community should feel safe and supported, so we are choosing to 
work with organizations that provide safe and accessible mental health 
resources to youth no matter the cost.

International Baccalaureate Seminar / Advisor: Lisa Lacy
Tualatin High School IB Diploma Program students from the Class of 
2025 will be granting money to organizations that provide access to 
medical care for low/no-income families and individuals in the Portland 
Metro Area. We believe everyone deserves basic health support, and 
our community as a whole will benefit from providing help to those in 
need. We will focus on organizations providing vaccinations, physicals/
checkups, and injury care, but will also consider those providing addiction 
and mental health support. We would like to see an improvement in our 
community’s health and well-being.
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TWALITY MIDDLE SCHOOL
CommuniCare Club / Advisor: Lisa Sweeney-Baas
The CommuniCare students at Twality Middle School will be granting 
money to organizations who serve people experiencing homelessness by 
providing food and nutrition access or animal and pet care in the Portland 
Metro Area. We believe this is important because so many people have 
been displaced by COVID and the housing crisis, and they have been 
forced to take their pets and leave their homes. We hope to see shelters 
providing housing for both people and their pets, as well as programs 
providing food for pets and their humans. It is important that all people 
and animals are able to live comfortably.

WELLS HIGH SCHOOL
CommuniCare Club / Advisor: Kate Nichols
The CommuniCare Club at Ida B. Wells High School is focusing on 
improving mental health in the City of Portland. We’re specifically focusing 
on mental health surrounding addiction and struggles present in LGBTQ+ 
communities. Mental health has been a prevalent topic in our community 
for a while now and we’d like to see people prioritize their mental health 
as well as reduce the stigma surrounding it. Our funds will be put towards 
nonprofits who offer accessible mental health support services that include 
education, support programs, and healthy activities. With the money we 
raise, we hope to see a healthier community with a better understanding 
of mental health. We believe everybody should take care of themselves 
and knowing how to care for their mental health is extremely important for 
our community.

Advanced Leadership Class / Advisor: Abby Griffin
The CommuniCare students from Ida B. Wells High School’s Advanced 
Leadership Class will be granting money to organizations focusing on 
providing support to teens experiencing mental health issues in the 
Portland Metro Area. We believe there needs to be more direct mental 
health care for teens who lack access to therapy in our community. We 
will focus on organizations that provide immediate help — such as teen 
hotlines, low-income therapy options, and affordable treatment — to 

teenagers who are experiencing mental crises. We would like to see our 
peers have the resources and tools they need to thrive in increasingly 
challenging environments and systems.

Leadership & Government Class / Advisor: Abby Griffin
The Ida B. Wells-Barnett High School Leadership CommuniCare Group 
will support survivors of gun violence and pursue legislative change that 
reduces the number of public shootings. We want to grant money to 
nonprofits that support survivors of gun violence and provide mental 
health services for youth in Oregon. There needs to be more resources for 
people who have experienced or been around gun violence, like support 
groups, accessible therapy, financial aid, and planned community vigils. 
We’ll support organizations that work directly with the students and offer 
in-person support. Addressing and combating the issue of gun violence 
will create safer, more understanding, and better communities. Our goal 
is to help prevent gun violence and try to remedy the wounds already 
inflicted.

WILSONVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
Leadership Class, Period 7, Semester 1 / Advisor: Regan Molatore
The 7th Period CommuniCare students of Wilsonville High School will be 
granting money to organizations in the Portland Metro Area that assist 
in the honorable pursuit of aiding people experiencing homelessness, 
and aiding and assisting children and youth who are escaping from, or 
need help to be removed from, abusive environments. It is our belief that 
society can’t just give up on their fellow persons or turn their backs on 
those who need help. We believe it is our mutual responsibility as people 
to do everything in our power to help our homeless population and 
abused citizens.

Leadership Class, Period 8, Semester 1 / Advisor: Regan Molatore
The 8th Period CommuniCare students of Wilsonville High School will 
be granting money to organizations providing care, mental and physical 
therapy, housing, and prosthetics to veterans in the Portland Metro 
Area. We believe veterans worked to support the security of our nation 
and provide us with safety. We need to give back to them and show our 



26 COMMUNICARE ANNUAL REPORT • 2023/2024

GRANT RECIPIENTS
1000 Friends of Oregon

4D Recovery

African Refugee Immigrant Organization (ARIO)

African Youth & Community Organization (AYCO) 

Alano Club of Portland 

Albertina Kerr

Animal Aid

Arts for Learning

Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA)

Birch Community Services

Black United Fund of Oregon

Bradley Angle 

Bridge Meadows

Broadway Rose Theatre Company

Caldera

CASA for Children 

Cascadia Health

Central City Concern

Centro Cultural de Condado de Washington 

Choice Adoptions

Clackamas Service Center

Clackamas Women’s Services 

Clatsop CASA Program, Inc.

College Possible

Columbia Slough Watershed Council 

Community Action Organization 

Crag Law Center 

Cultivate Initiatives

David’s Harp 

Dougy Center 

Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon (EMO)

Edúcate Ya

Feed the Mass

Fishtrap

Focus on Youth

Fora Health

Friends of Noise

Friends of the Children – Portland

Friends of Trees

Hacienda Community Development Corporation 

Hands that Help PNW

Healthy Living Community

HomePlate Youth Services

Immigrant & Refugee Community Organization 
(IRCO) 

Immigration Counseling Service (ICS)

Islamic Social Services of Oregon State (ISOS)

Janus Youth Programs 

appreciation for their services. We intend to grant money to organizations 
that support veterans with mental health issues, lack of housing, 
transportation needs, substance abuse issues, and/or needing prosthetics. 
Our hopeful outcome of this mission is to provide for the many needs of 
veterans after their time in the service.

Leadership Class, Period 7, Semester 2 / Advisor: Regan Molatore
As the students of Wilsonville High School’s Period 7 Leadership Class, 
we value the health and well-being of others. To uphold these values, we 
are looking to fund organizations that increase access to food and water 
for those in need or who address scarcity of food and water in our local 
Portland Metro Area community.

Leadership Class, Period 8, Semester 2 / Advisor: Regan Molatore
We, the students of Wilsonville High School’s Period 8 Leadership 
Class, value mental health for all because we believe too many teens 
are suffering in silence. We want to make mental health services more 
accessible for everyone in need. We want to invest in organizations that 
prioritize providing teens with mental health services in the Portland 
Metro Area.
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Jasper Mountain

Kinship House 

Life Expanding Adventure Program (LEAP)

LifeWorks NW

Lift Urban Portland (Lift UP)

Lines for Life 

Mainspring

Many Hats Collaboration

MediaRites

Mental Health & Addiction Association of 
Oregon (MHAAO)

Micro Enterprise Services of Oregon (MESO)

Milk Crate Kitchen

Morrison Child & Family Services

Mt. Hood Kiwanis Camp

My Voice Music

New Avenues for Youth 

New Narrative

North by Northeast Community Health Center

North Pole Studio

Northwest Housing Alternatives

OK YOU

On-the-Move Community Integration

Open Hearts Open Minds

Oregon Alliance for Gun Safety Foundation

Oregon Donkey Sanctuary

Oregon Humane Society 

Oregon Justice Resource Center

Oregon School-Based Health Alliance

Out to Pasture Animal Sanctuary

Outside In

p:ear

Parrott Creek Child & Family Services

Path Home 

Paws Assisting Veterans (PAVE) 

Peace in Schools 

PHAME Academy

Planned Parenthood Columbia Willamette 

Play it Forward

Portland Animal Welfare (PAW) Team 

Portland People’s Outreach Project (PPOP)

Portland Playhouse

Portland Refugee Support Group

Portland Rescue Mission

Portland Street Medicine 

Project Homeless Connect Washington County

Project Patchwork

Raphael House of Portland

Reading Results 

REAP, Inc.

Red Lodge Transition Services 

Refugee Care Collective

Returning Veterans Project

Risk/Reward

ROSE Community Development 

Rose Haven 

Safety Compass  

Salem for Refugees

SCRAP Creative Reuse

Self Enhancement, Inc. (SEI)

Sincere Studio

SMART Reading

SnowCap Community Charities

St. Johns Center for Opportunity

Steps for Youth

Sunshine Division

Synth Library Portland

The Arc Portland Metro

The Insight Alliance 

The Shadow Project 

Tiny Dance Life

Transition Projects 

Trauma Intervention Program NW (TIPNW)

Urban Gleaners

Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center & 
Foundation 

Volunteers of America Oregon

Wallace

William Temple House

Wonderfolk 

Youth Villages Oregon

Youth, Rights & Justice 

YWCA of Greater Portland




95

student grantmakers


$53,844

granted to 9 nonprofit organizations


$13,080

granted to in-school programs
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MISSION STATEMENTS

ASTORIA HIGH SCHOOL
Business Class / Advisor: Joshua Fisher
The students of Astoria Senior High School are recognizing the 
importance of quality mental health services and services that support 
those who have suffered from domestic/sexual violence. Our focus is on 
these serious topics because our student body brought these issues to 
the forefront of our school community and we see the correlation between 
the two topics. The funds our group raises will be used by nonprofits 
serving Clatsop County to meet our mission. The ultimate goal of the 
AHS CommuniCare students is to offer support and resources to assist in 
coping with the stated issues while providing a place for our students and 
other community members where they can feel safe.

ASTORIA MIDDLE SCHOOL
Leadership Club / Advisor: Jessica West
The Leadership Club at Astoria Middle School will be granting money to 
nonprofits in Clatsop County that protect animals and the environment. 
We believe all animals should be taken care of and wild animals deserve 
a healthy and clean environment to live in. We will focus on organizations 
that clean up and protect the environment or rescue, rehome, and care for 
stray pets and wild animals.

SEASIDE HIGH SCHOOL
Key Club / Advisors: Kerri Boutin and Ann Marie Susee
The students of Seaside High School Key Club will be granting money to 
local organizations that provide services to the environment and medical 
and mental healthcare access within Clatsop County. We believe there 
needs to be more support for keeping our local environment clean 
and the ability for our community to access medical and mental care, 

specifically youth. We will be focusing on organizations that give back to 
our community through efforts to keep it clean or provide opportunities 
for people to access affordable healthcare, including organizations looking 
to help those facing challenges with their mental health. As a result of 
our grants, we hope to see our beaches and other public areas clean 
in the hopes of making an improvement in the climate, and people of 
low-income, specifically youth, having better resources to get the help 
they need.

WARRENTON HIGH SCHOOL
National Honor Society / Advisor: CC Travers
The CommuniCare students at Warrenton High School will be granting 
money to organizations that serve survivors of domestic violence and 
people experiencing food and essentials insecurities in Clatsop County, 
Oregon. We believe these are large issues in our community and we 
see it directly every day. We feel people should have access to the food, 
essentials, and safety they need, and we will focus on organizations that 
provide the essentials and securities our community lacks and deserves. 
We would like to see the people in our community receive the support 
they need and have a safe place to go.

GRANT RECIPIENTS
Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA) 

Clatsop Animal Assistance 

Clatsop CASA Program, Inc. 

Clatsop Community Action 

LiFEBoat Services 

North Coast Land Conservancy 

The Healing Circle, Inc. 

Warrenton-Hammond Healthy Kids 

Wildlife Center of the North Coast

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS:  NORTH COAST

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS: NORTH COAST




104

student grantmakers


$64,510

granted to 9 nonprofit organizations


$13,784
granted to in-school programs
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MISSION STATEMENTS

HERMISTON HIGH SCHOOL
Key Club / Advisor: Janet Sexton
The Hermiston High School Key Club has put together a committee to 
participate in the CommuniCare program. As a committee, our mission 
for this project is to make an impactful contribution to the welfare of 
domestic stray animals, specifically by granting money to animal shelters 
and rescue organizations. We will prioritize organizations in the Hermiston, 
Umatilla, and Pendleton areas, but we will consider organizations serving 
other Eastern Oregon communities. We firmly believe all domestic 
animals deserve proper living conditions in order to flourish within their 
respective communities. We aim to help organizations that do not have 
enough space or need more resources to provide animals with the 
best care possible. As a result of our help, we hope to supply our local 
animal welfare organizations with more resources to benefit the animals 
they serve.

NIXYÁAWII COMMUNITY SCHOOL
Advisory Class / Advisor: Zack Brandsen 
The Nixyáawii CommuniCare Chapter will work alongside nonprofit 
organizations to alleviate the negative circumstances faced by our 
houseless neighbors in Eastern Oregon. This issue deeply impacts all of 
us as Oregonians, and by addressing it we can all take part in improving 
lives throughout our shared communities. We will strive to increase access 
to long-term solutions such as affordable shelter, clothing, nutrition, and 
educational services. We believe all people have dignity and basic human 
rights and should have access to these foundational services from which 
they can build a brighter tomorrow. We will prioritize our efforts in Umatilla 
County but will also consider applications from across the state.

PENDLETON HIGH SCHOOL
CommuniCare Club / Advisor: Jill Gregg
The students in the CommuniCare Club at Pendleton High School will 
be granting money to organizations in Eastern Oregon that support 
survivors of domestic or sexual violence and/or provide mental health 
resources or services. We will prioritize organizations serving residents of 
Umatilla County and organizations serving youth or teens. These issues 
have become a bigger problem in recent years, affecting many in our 
community, and we want a better quality of life for everyone dealing with 
these challenges. We hope to support programs that reach young people 
in this region in the hopes of offering education and insight about mental 
health and sexual violence, as well as providing services to others. We 
would like everyone in our community to feel safe and for there to be 
fewer barriers to getting help, as well as to lessen the stigma around these 
issues. We want to open doors for more people to receive help and for 
everyone to have access to safe spaces to share their experiences and 
to heal.  

UMATILLA HIGH SCHOOL
CommuniCare Club / Advisors: April Dirksen and Nancy Swarat
The CommuniCare students of Umatilla High School will be granting 
money to organizations providing services to people experiencing 
houselessness in or near the City of Umatilla, as well as organizations 
working to prevent houselessness. We firmly believe there needs to be 
more support for houseless youth to allow them to break the cycle of 
poverty, gain stability, and build a brighter future for themselves. We will 
prioritize organizations that help youth experiencing houselessness in our 
community gain access to services including emergency shelter and other 

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS:  EASTERN OREGON

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS: EASTERN OREGON
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types of housing access initiatives. We would like to see a decrease in 
houselessness due to better outcomes from the organizations we select.

WESTON-MCEWEN HIGH SCHOOL
CommuniCare Club / Advisors: Rob McIntyre and Samantha Newbold
We, the members of Weston-McEwen CommuniCare, will prioritize 
funding nonprofit organizations within the boundaries of the greater 
Athena-Weston School District that offer food security, clothing, and 
other necessities. Due to the many economic downturns, general prices 
have increased 18% in the last three years. However, wages have not 
grown to match these rising costs. A simple way to put it is that our 
priority is people. Our goal as a community, not only as a club, is to 
unite our community through optimism. We will consider applications 
from community nonprofit organizations that provide other services not 
listed, depending upon the quality of applications in the priority funding 
area. Growing up in a small community has shown us that being helpful 
is a crucial part of a community because it inspires others to take similar 
hopeful actions and helps us all aspire to be great.

GRANT RECIPIENTS
Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA)

CAPECO

Eastern Oregon Mission

Fuzzball Animal Rescue

Life’s Intention Back to Basics Inc.

MayDay, Inc.

New Hope for Eastern Oregon

Pioneer Humane Society/PAWS

Weston Food Pantry

Animals

"The grantmaking process taught me that my community is so much 
more in need than I thought. When I heard the organizations talking 
about what they do during the interview process, I was shocked to find 
out how many families in our community need their help. Because of this 
realization, my compassion and understanding for the situations people 
are in has skyrocketed.” - Mia, Weston-McEwen High School

“For me, the most rewarding part of CommuniCare has been getting 
to meet with people who are changing our community for the better 
through their organizations. It has been amazing to learn about the 
different opportunities that have been created for those who need 
them.” - Allen, Nixyáawii Community School
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